say if that’s right, but on the basis of thrashing
both cars on the track, it feels like it could be true.
The engine revs and revs, most unlike a big
muscle-car V8, and the car remains fantastically
stable through all the track’s wrademark turns.
You get a real sense, particularly in the Laguna
spec cat, that every component has been
tuned to work harmoniously with every other,
encouraging vou to wring its neck for lap aher
lap. At times, with the 5.0-lire enging on full
song, the red-and-white kerbs blurring past, a
small but constant squeal from the wyres hlling the
cabin, you forget that you are driving a musde car.
It’s so neutral and natural you can steer it almost as
much on the throttle as you can with the wheel.
Even throwing the car off the blind cliff that 1
the entry 1o the Corlsscrew, Hlat-out in third gear,
doesn't really upset it. The steering gets light for
a second, but then gets its composure back with
plenty of time to really artack the technically more
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testing Turn Nine. This s the sort of behaviour - . . - Keeptheneedle
you might expect of an M3 CSL, not a breathed- S | _ o uph&ratm

on muscle car. But as extraordinary as that i,
the real shocker is what happens on the road.

With that live rear axle sitting ou the back,
you expect there 1o be some bumping and
" jumping as the car hits bumps mid-corer. And,
~ sureenough, there is. But the key thing is thart
- i hapg.&ﬁm in such a myera-mmmgk‘d way, and
the steering is quick enough, that you can cach
it before 1t becomes a problem. If anything, 1t
makes driving it even more fun. Ford likes to
say that a well-set-up live axle arrangement is
better than 2 poor independent set-up, which
is crue. Particularly when the car costs just
$40,995 and goes as fast as the Boss.

The road we drove down 1s 2 TopGear tavourite,
all Hind ourves, adverse cambers and broken
tarmac. Just like a gnady British Beroad. If 2 car
has any faults, they are not going to be able 10
hide for long hete. We've driven all of Europe’s
finest supersaloons — M5, C63 AMG, XFR —
down the same stretch and all of them had
otoblems at some point. The 440bhp Boss
driver would have to work harder, tor sure,
but irs unlikely hed get leh far behund those
costing between two and three rimes s much.

And it’s that value proposition that keeps
migging you every time you think about erinicising
the 302. Yeah, the steering isnt reach-adjustable,
and some of the interior plastics are a liede too hard
in places. But it's got huge Brembo brakes, Recaro
seats, adjustable suspension, super-cool twin-mode
engine-mapping, a mad V8, will do 100-metre
burnouts all day, and ics a Mustang, damn ic.

Omnly 4,000 Boss 302s will be balt, with
arpund 700 of those being the Laguna Seca
edition. The original 69 car is now a very
collectible — and drivable — classic. This one,
the most sorted Mustang built to date, is heading
straight into the same category. But dont 1ake
mw word for it. Check out YouTube soon, and
you're bound to see plenty of illegal reasons why. &3
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