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A vehicle with a deployable rocker panel is provided. The

(73) Assignee: FORD GLOBAL vehicle includes a vehicle frame having a door frame and at

TECHNOLOGIES, LLC, least one door panel enclosing the door frame. A rocker panel

Dearborn, MI (US) is mounted adjacent a bottom of the vehicle door frame to

provide support to the vehicle in the longitudinal direction. A

(21) Appl. No.: 12/985,069 linear drive assembly is coupled to the rocker panel to move

the rocker panel between a stowed position and a deployed

position. The linear drive assembly moves the rocker panel

substantially along one plane. The linear drive assembly

moves the rocker panel to the deployed position when the

(51) Int.Cl door panel is opened so that a top surface of the rocker panel
B60OR 3/00 (2006.01) is exposed as a step for passenger ingress and egress.
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