Fading Rocker Stripe Install (w/pics)

This ‘How-To’ will cover the installation of the custom fading rocker stripes sold and distributed by DarkFireGT.

Tools required

Plastic pliable squeegee

Straight edge razor blade

Masking tape (Painters Blue or Body Shop Green) *Do not use regular yellowish masking tape, it can leave behind tape residue if exposed in the sun.

Liquid solution (BSM’s mix, works perfectly)

Mix in a spray bottle 20 ounces of water, 1/4 teaspoon of liquid dish soap and 1/2 teaspoon of isopropyl alcohol.
Estimated install time:  90 minutes
Installation (pictures will alternate between left and right sides to cover all the steps in order)
1.  Clean entire area where stripes will be applied with isopropyl alcohol using a lint-free rag to remove any wax/polish, dirt, grime, etc.

2.  Mask the edge line.

Using a roll of masking tape, start at one end (either at the front quarter panel or the rear door edge) and place the bottom edge of the masking tape right at the top edge of the crease that runs across the entire length.  This lower mask line will be used as your primary reference line.
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3.  Carefully peel the backing paper away from the transfer tape.

Be extremely cautious not to touch any part of the actual vinyl, especially at the clear faded section; if you do, it WILL leave fingerprints!
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4.  Pre-Positioning the stripe.

This is where having an extra set of hands comes in handy.

Using the solution mix, liberally spray the mating side of the vinyl (the exposed part that you just peeled the backing paper from) and over the entire rocker section.  Don’t be afraid to spray too much, the more the better.
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5.  Positioning the stripe.
Lay the stripe on the rocker area.  Because of the solution, the vinyl stripe will be able to ‘float’ into position as long as the solution doesn’t dry up or you don’t press any areas against the car.  If a certain section begins to stick, spray more solution between the rocker and vinyl right away.
The leading edge of the vinyl will be your primary mark to set the forward-back positioning of the stripe.
Note:  Make sure the top pinstripe goes to the edge of the front quarter panel.  Because of the arch of the wheel well, you’ll have more vinyl overhang on the bottom, which is fine.
The top of the pinstripe will be your primary mark to set the up-down positioning of the stripe.  

Very important key here is to float the stripe up/down to achieve approximately 1/8” gap between the lower masking tape line and the top of the vinyl pinstripe line.  Once you line up the front, then float up the rear, the middle will automatically be lined up.  No need to measure exactly an 1/8”, just eyeball it.
Note:  Never allow any sections of the top pinstripe to overlap the masking tape!  Always maintain a small gap to it.
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6.  Once the vinyl is in the position you want, start the squeegee process.

Starting from the center, work out any air bubbles/pockets and solution out.  Always work from the center out!
Note:  I sprayed solution on top of the transfer tape where I squeegeed to help it glide more easily.
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7.  Peel off the transfer tape.

After letting the stripes sit for a while (I’m not an expert, but I’d say the longer the better, but don’t let it bake in the sun), start at one end (I started at the clear-door end) and slowly start to peel the transfer tape off.
Note:  On this particular brand of vinyl, I found that wetting the outside of the transfer tape (with the solution) made the tape more pliable and helped the peeling off process.
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Note:  If any sections of the vinyl (especially the pinstripe) begin to lift with the transfer tape, STOP!  Lay the tape back down and let it dry/tack-up some more before proceeding.  What I did instead of waiting was to use a heat gun (low setting and away from the vinyl!) to accelerate the drying process.  If you opt for this method, be very careful!  Rule of thumb… if the heat is too hot for your hand, it’s too hot for the vinyl.
Note:  For stubborn little sections that just refuse to stick, back it up with the squeegee until you peel past that point.

8.  Remove the masking tape.
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9.  Cut vinyl at door edges.

Using a single edge razor blade, cut the vinyl at the door jamb areas.

Note:  Try to center the cut so you have enough overlap for each side.
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10.  Completing installation

Look over the whole stripes and if you see any large pockets of air.  If areas exist, wet the area and squeegee them out.  Don’t be too worried if you have small air bubbles, they will lay down on their own over time.

Once the door jamb sections of the vinyl start to tack up, use your fingers and roll the edge of the vinyl over.  Do the same for the front wheel well.  If the vinyl doesn’t want to stay down, let it tack up some more or employ the heat gun again, same rule of thumb applies.

Note:  Some sections to be rolled can be difficult to access.  Use something without sharp edges to help tack the vinyl over.
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Installation complete!
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