
another inch of travel.
Freeway tracking is exemplary. Gear

whine is down to tolerable levels. And this
platform is as flex-free as your average
Montana bridge abutment. This is the first
Mustang whose subassemblies and trim
bits aren’t allied in a confederacy of
gronks, clinks, and shivers. Combine that
with the supple ride, and this also becomes
the first Mustang in which a 300-mile
freeway slog isn’t a chore akin to washing
the dog.

Although Mustang sales are currently
down 10 percent, Ford faces no real com-
petition in this niche, so such a thorough
makeover was unforced. As such, it must
have been tempting to bloat the new car’s
sticker by a grand or four. Instead, a GT
can grace your garage for as little as
$24,995, a sum that includes everything
you really need—ABS, 17-inch Pirellis,
traction control, a CD player, and power

locks. That’s a compelling fun-to-Franklin
ratio, precisely the Mustang’s appeal for
the previous 488 months. ■

DECEMBER 2004

FORD MUSTANG GT 
Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 4-passenger, 2-
door coupe 

Price as tested: $27,570

Price and option breakdown: base Ford Mustang GT (includes
$625 freight), $24,995; Premium package (includes Shaker 500
audio system with 6-CD changer), $1335; interior aluminum trim,
$450; side airbags, $370; chrome wheels, $195; MyColor gauge
enhancement, $175; wheel locks, $50

Major standard accessories: power windows, driver seat, and
locks; remote locking; A/C; cruise control; tilting steering wheel;
rear defroster

Sound system: Shaker 500 AM-FM radio/CD changer, 6
speakers

ENGINE
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V-8, aluminum block and heads
Bore x stroke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.55 x 3.54 in, 90.2 x 90.0mm
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281 cu in, 4601cc
Compression ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.8:1
Fuel-delivery system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . port injection 
Valve gear . . . . . . . chain-driven single overhead cams, 3 valves 

per cylinder, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 bhp @ 5750 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320 lb-ft @ 4500 rpm
Redline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6000 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-speed manual
Final-drive ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.55:1, limited slip
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max test speed
I 3.34 6.6 40 mph (6000 rpm)
II 2.00 11.0 66 mph (6000 rpm)
III 1.32 16.7 100 mph (6000 rpm)
IV 1.00 22.0 132 mph (6000 rpm)
V 0.67 32.8 149 mph (4550 rpm)

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107.1 in
Track, front/rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.3/62.5 in
Length/width/height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188/73.9/55.4 in
Ground clearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.7 in
Curb weight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3523 lb
Weight distribution, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53.6/46.4%
Curb weight per horsepower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 lb
Fuel capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 gal

CHASSIS/BODY
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unit construction 
Body material . . . . . . . . welded steel and aluminum stampings 

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 cu ft

rear seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 cu ft
luggage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 cu ft

Front-seat adjustments. . . . . . . . . . fore-and-aft, seatback angle; 
driver only: front height, rear height, 

lumbar support
Restraint systems, front . . . . . . manual 3-point belts, driver and 

passenger front and side airbags
rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . manual 3-point belts

SUSPENSION
Front . . . . . . . . ind, strut located by a control arm, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar
Rear. . . . . . . . . . . . . . rigid axle located by 2 lower trailing links, 

1 upper trailing link, and a Panhard rod; 
coil springs; anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . rack-and-pinion with hydraulic power assist
Steering ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.7:1
Turns lock-to-lock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.8
Turning circle curb-to-curb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.0 ft

BRAKES
Type. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hydraulic with vacuum power assist and 

anti-lock control
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.4 x 1.2-in vented disc
Rear. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.8 x 0.8-in vented disc

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size/type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.0 x 17 in/cast aluminum
Tires . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pirelli P Zero Nero, P235/55R17 98W M+S
Test inflation pressures, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32/32 psi
Spare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . high-pressure compact

CURRENT BASE PRICE*dollars x 1000
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BRAKING 70– 0 mph, feet

EPA CITY FUEL ECONOMY

ROADHOLDING 300-foot skidpad, g

mpg

ACCELERATION seconds 0– 60 mph 1/4-mile
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*Base price includes freight, any performance options, and applicable gas-guzzler taxes.

C/D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.9

40 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9
50 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.0
60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.2
70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.8
80 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.7
90 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.6

100 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.2
110 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.5
120 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.1
130 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.1

Street start, 5–60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.9
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.2

50–70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.5
Standing 1/4-mile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.8 sec @ 102 mph
Top speed (governor limited) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183 ft 

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.87 g
Understeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . minimal moderate excessive

FUEL ECONOMY 
EPA city driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 mpg
EPA highway driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 mpg
C/D-observed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 dBA
70-mph cruising. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 dBA
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